What’s
Happening at Wesley
Dear friends
It has been wonderful to see more of our church family joining us after restrictions have
been eased and even more exciting to welcome new faces to our family! If you are new
to Wesley one of the best ways is to get involved in the life of the church.
This could be done by getting involved in:
•

Pastoral Care group—phoning or visiting those in hospital or home bound.

•

Projection and sound team—we desperately need folk to assist in this crucial ministry area. It is not that complicated and there is training!

•

Worship team. If you can play an instrument or lead people in singing chat to LisaClaire.

•

God’s Pantry ministry team - Help pack food parcels for those in need.

•

Joining a Life Group. Chat to Collin or Lisa-Claire if you are interested.

We have just had a full but exciting weekend in the life of our church. On Saturday night
we enjoyed a time of fellowship and fun for the first time in ages as, we gathered for a
LifeShare Trust fundraising supper. Well done to the team who contributed their time,
creativity and finances to making this event a success. If you would still like to contribute
towards the LifeShare Trust fund, which is geared towards outreach and mission work,
please contact Mark Duncan.
Sunday we celebrated four full immersion baptisms in the freezing cold—great dedication shown to be baptised in winter! In the evening we had our Confirmation service
where we witnessed another 3 baptisms and 6 young people being confirmed. Our Youth
Pastor, Mlondi Majola, had been preparing the confirmands for this important occasion
and it was wonderful to celebrate this milestone in their personal journeys with Jesus.

As we sit in the offices the laughter and voices of children ringing in the air. For the first
time in 2 years we can hold our Holiday Club! Our Children’s Pastor Bridgette, and her
team, are leading our children closer to the Lord, the theme being “Light in the darkness”. We continue to pray for the team as they minister as well as the children who are
be attending. Many of us can say that our spiritual lives have been impacted by these
kinds of events. May the Lord do an amazing work in the children’s lives!

News


Collin, Claire, Grace and Emily will soon be leaving Wesley Methodist. Their last
service with us will be on 31 July 2022 and we will have all three services: 07h30,
09h30 and 18h00. We will share in communion as a family and also have a tea after
each service to say our farewells. Bring tissues.



Reverend Raymond Keet and his wife Robyn will be joining us from 25 December
2022. Here is a little note from Raymond:

Good day Wesley Methodist Church
My name is Raymond, I am a Child of God, a husband to Robyn, and a Methodist minister.
I have been married to Robyn, my beautiful wife, for 15 years this year, and we have two
fur-babies Roxy and Jessica whom we adopted at the end of 2010, while in Carletonville,
after having completed my formal seminary training at Seth Mokitimi Methodist Seminary
(SMMS) in Pietermaritzburg where we lived and learnt from 2009 to 2010. I was part of
the founding class at SMMS and fondly remember Wesley Methodist Church’s warm welcome to Pietermaritzburg, spending time in worship at Wesley most Sunday evenings, attending one of the Bible Study Groups and making good friends during this time
Over the years since my time at SMMS, I have had the privilege of serving the Kingdom of
God and adding value as I have had the opportunity. As well as learning from the various
Circuits and churches in and around the Gauteng province where I have the privilege of
serving the Methodist Church. From serving in Carletonville, Pretoria, Centurion, Bedfordview, and Krugersdorp where I am currently serving three Methodist Churches.

Robyn and I are looking forward to joining the Wesley
Methodist Church family in December. As we enter this
new chapter of ministry, we are looking forward to seeing what God has in store as we serve in the PMB Metro
Circuit and work for the development of God’s Kingdom at Wesley Methodist and in the Pietermaritzburg
and surrounding areas.
Grace & Peace
Yours in Christ
Raymond

News


Our Children’s Pastor, Bridgette Miya, will be going on maternity leave from 1 August 2022 for 3 months. In that time Kayleigh Duncan, a familiar face to many of us,
will be acting as the locum in that position until
Bridgette’s return.

We wish Bridgette and Simiso all strength in the lead up to
the arrival of their little one. We pray for a safe arrival, for a
healthy little one and for plenty of sleep for you before they
arrive!

Kayleigh
Duncan

Changes in the sanctuary


In the times we are living in the church is called to be a wise steward of its finances
and resources. To that end there have been 2 areas that have been under discussion which relate to our worship space which we also refer to as the sanctuary.

In 2019 and 2020 the leadership team was discussing the sale of the LifeShare house
next door, altering the office space and ultimately expanding the church building itself in
order to accommodate more people. Many of the decisions made were made with a view
to use spaces creatively and often have dual purpose rooms/areas.
The discussion about replacing pews was started then for the following reasons:
)

The pews have a life span and some are deteriorating. There would be a cost to repairing and re-varnishing them which is a costly exercise.

)

Versatility is important for all our buildings as we seek to make our facilities dual purpose spaces. This includes our sanctuary space as we host events like Holiday club,
quiz nights, Alpha courses etc. Hosting these events means that the heavy pews
(many in need of repair as it is) have to be moved and stacked which unfortunately
damages the pews more.

In the light of Wesley’s future planning the leadership have discussed renovating and
modernising our worship space to hold more folk, especially as our 09h30 service numbers grow. Therefore it makes sense to look at chairs that fit the look of the changed
sanctuary space.

News
As leaders of Wesley Methodist we have had many discussions over the pews from the
beauty of the more traditional look of the pews, the solid seating they provide and the
fact that we already have the pews in terms of costs. As Covid hit in 2020 it allowed us to
realistically see the worship space as we had discussed a few months before.
The plan moving forward therefore is to look at replacing the plastic chairs with good,
cushioned seating, solid chairs. Examples of options we are investigating can be seen
below.
We believe it is a good investment as we move forward. This is wonderful in theory however these chairs come at a cost (between R500—R800 a chair). The plan therefore is
to purchase a few chairs every month. We have to start somewhere!



The second issue we have raised in our services is the need to look at our worship
space on the stage, including our projectors and AV set up. Our system is in need
of an overhaul and our projectors need replacing. There are 3 projectors in use at
the moment. Again as we care called to be good stewards of our finances and resources we believe that we need to streamline our setup. We will therefore be using
just one projector.

News


The cross itself in the front of the church is in need of repair. It is a beautiful wooden
cross but unfortunately the bugs have also enjoyed eating the beautiful wooden
cross. It is becoming a safety hazard - especially for the drummers! - and we have
decided to remove the cross from the wall to salvage and repair the cross. The date
this will happen is early July 2022.



You will have noticed that we have discontinued our pre-recorded services. This is
largely due to life returning to normal in terms of in person services and the busyness of church life increasing. Every Sunday though there is a live-streamed service on our YouTube channel. The link below will take you to our channel and select
the Live video or alternatively go to our channel and watch the service at a time
more convenient for you.

https://www.youtube.com/c/WesleyMethodistChurchPietermaritzburg
Save the date!
Finally, something to look forward to…
Quiz night! Save the date—23 July 2022.
R400 per table, R50 per individual.
Challenge your co-workers, challenge your
family. This is going to be a memorable
evening.
Bring supper to share with your table. Bring
your own drinks (no alcohol).
Pray for us as we pray for you, our beloved
Wesley family.
Stay in Christ,
Collin and Lisa-Claire for the team

